April-July 1731]
The; Second Foreign Event is English, about a week prior in date, ami is of still less moment: March 31st, 1751, Prince Fred, the Royal Heir-Apparent, has suddenly died. Had boon ill, more or less, for an eight days past; was now thought hotter, though 'still coughing, and bringing-up
phlegm,11.....when on 'Wednesday night between nine and ten,1
in some lengthier (it of that kind, he clapt his hand on his breast; and the terrified valet heard him say, ' Jc, mis mart!"1 —and before his poor Wife could run forward with a light, he lay verily dead.1 The Rising Sun in Kngland is vanished, then. YON ; and with him his MOHIUI, and considerable moony workings, and slashings hither and thither, which they have occasioned, in the muddy tide-currents of that Constitutional Country. Without interest to us here; or indeed elsewhere, —except perhaps that our dear Wilhelmina would hear of it; and have her sad reflections and reminiscences awakened by it; Had and many-voiced, perhaps of an almost doleful nature, being on a sick-bed at this time, poor Lady. She quitted Berlin months ago, as we observed,—her farewell Letter to I'Yiedrieh, written from the first stage homewards, and melodious as the voice of sorrowful true hearts to us and him, dates ' November 5M<U>,' just while Voltaire (whom she always likes, and in a beautiful way protects, ' Frtre Voltaire,'' as she calls him) was despatching Ilirsch on that ill-omened Predatory iSYiwr-Mission. Her Brother is in real alarm for Wilhelmina, about this time; sending-out Cothcnius his chief Doctor, and the like: but our dear Princess reemcrges from her eclipse; and we shall see her again, several times, if we bo lucky.
And so poor I'Votl is ended ;—and sulky people ask, in their cruel way, 'Why not?' A poor dissolute flabby fellow-creature.; with a sad destiny, and a sadly conspicuous too. Could write Madrigals; be set to make Opposition cabals. Read this sudden Epitaph in doggerel; an uncommonly successful Piece of its kind ; which is now his main monument with posterity. The 'Brother' (hero of Cullodcn), 1 Walpote, George the Second, I. 71.